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throne l beside the master. They divided amongst themselves
the positions of honour in the new kingdom,2 and strove to reckon.
the precise date of its acVrBTjt. This nw doctrine was called the
"Good Tidings;" it had no other name. An old word, "para-
dise?1 which the Hebrew, like all the languages of the East, had
borrowed from the Persian, and which at first designated the parks
of the Achsemenidse, summed up the general dream; a delight-
ful garden, where the charming life which was led here below
would be continued for ever.3 How long this intoxication lasted
we know not. No one, during the course of this magical appari-
tion, measured time any more than we measure a dream. Dura-
tion was suspended; a week was an age. But whether it filled
years or months, the dream was so beautiful that humanity has
lived upon it ever since, and it is still our consolation to gather its
weakened perfume. Never did so much joy fill the breast of man.
For a moment humanity, in this the most vigorous effort she ever
made to rise above the world, forgot the leaden weight which
binds her to earth and the sorrows of the life below. Happy he
who has been able to behold this divine unfolding, and to share,
were it but for one day, this unexampled illusion ! But still more
happy, Jesus would say to us, is he who, freed from all illusion,
shall reproduce in himself the celestial vision, and, with no niii-
lenarian dream, no chimerical paradise, no signs in the heavens,
tbut by the uprightness of his will and the poetry of his soul, shall
{be able to create anew in his heart the true kingdom of God I

1 Luke xxii. 30.                               * Mark x. 37, 40, 41.

3 Lufce 3OTii. 43.; A COFT. xii 4.    Comp. Ctem, Silyll^ preaaa, 86; TaJm, of
Bab., Cfliagigah, 14 &,